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Your Place In His-Story  |  Romans6:1-11  #27 
THIS IS WHAT THE SOVERIEGN LORD SAYS 

THE INTRODUCTION : By a raise of hands, how many here are mothers? And so 
that we don’t leave anyone out in today’s message, by another raise of hands, how many 
here have or had a mother? HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY TO ALL WHOM THE SHOE 
FITS. 
In God’s incredible providence, today’s text in Romans 6 may be one of the most 
insightful Mother’s Day passages of scripture you may ever come across.  
The title of this message is: Your Place In His-Story. 
Each of us has a personal story. Then we have a larger family story. Then we have an 
even larger family story in the story of the human race. And then we have the largest of 
stories, in the Grand Narrative of HIS-Story, unfolding here in Romans. 
 What’s your story? And your larger story (go to the doctor, they ask of family history) 
(CAN BE ASKED GENUINELY OR SARCASTICALLY…) 
Understanding your connection in a story - be it personal, family, the human family in 
connection with HIS Story… will set you free! 
ME-MY UPBRINGING-MY FAMILY LINE OF BROKENNESS IS SWALLOWED 
UP IN THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST! 
Your small story, and your larger story, and the human story are not alone.  
There’s another bigger account! HIS-Story! 
When you and I know, I mean KNOW, UNDERSTAND AND ARE IMPACTED BY the 
GRAND NARRATIVE of the good news of Jesus Christ, which comes by grace alone, 
from beginning to the end, we discover a freedom and joy that surpasses knowledge!    
Let’s hear God’s word and see if you see what I see… 
Romans 6:1-14 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may 
increase? (2) By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? (3) Or don't 
you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? (4) We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. (5) If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. (6) For we know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should 
no longer be slaves to sin-- (7) because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. (8) 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. (9) For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer 
has mastery over him. (10) The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life 
he lives, he lives to God. (11) In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. (12) Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that 
you obey its evil desires. (13) Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought 
from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of 
righteousness.  
(14) For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace. 
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THE BIG IDEA : The knowledge of your place in His story will lead you to a holy & 
godly life that is driven not by legalism (your performancism), or a careless lawlessness, 
but by a freedom of being connected to something larger:  
YOUR UNION WITH JESUS CHRIST! 
 
On the front burner, this passage is the answer to one of the greatest objections the human 
mind can come up with against the grace of God. The argument from chapter 5 (if you 
recall) went like this:  
The incredible marvel of the gospel is that where sin abounds, grace much more abounds. 
 
No matter the depth of your sin, that does not disqualify you from God’s amazing love, 
acceptance, forgiveness & righteousness! 
 
So if that’s true, WHY NOT continue to sin, so that grace would increase! Paul answers 
with a family connection that makes that kind of thinking impossible! God forbid. 
 
YOU DIED TO SIN, so how can you live in it any longer? 
 
THE EXPOSITION : We are not alone in our family connection. We are connected in 
a big way – ultimately with Jesus Christ! We are IN HIM! We have oneness with Christ! 
 
“Spiritual life flows out of union with Christ, not merely imitation of Christ.”  
― Richard F. Lovelace, Dynamics of Spiritual Life 
 
If we are united to Christ, then we are united to him at all points of his activity on our 
behalf. 

The awesome theologian, Sinclair Ferguson writes: 
We share: 
in his death (we were baptized into his death), 
in his resurrection (we are resurrected with Christ), 
in his ascension (we have been raised with him), 
in his heavenly session (we sit with him in heavenly places, so that our life is hidden with 
Christ in God),  
and we will share in his promised return (when Christ, who is our life, appears, we also 
will appear with him in glory) (Rom. 6:14; Col. 2:11-12; 3:1-3). 
This, then, is the foundation of sanctification in Reformed theology. 
 
This is the GRAND NARRATIVE that makes sense of our life. We long to know who 
we are. Our identity. Our meaning, our purpose, our value.. Many, many, many people 
are confused about their basic, fundamental identity, crying out: 
I am he as you are he as you are me And we are all together 
I am the egg man, They are the egg men, I am the walrus, Goo goo g'joob 
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By your first birth, Do you know who you are in all your brokenness? Idolatry? As you 
and I have substituted God’s rule for our own? 
 
The unfolding saga of man’s condition is true, and bleak. 
Sin has ravaged us, me, you. 
 
Follow the history of man. Not only in the Bible, but in the news. 
 
Fallen, lost, broke, needy. 
 
See Stephen’s grand narrative of the human condition in Acts 7, that leads to his stoning 
and his crying out for the mercy of God upon his enemies, just like his Savoir cried:  
 
Acts 7:59-60 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit." (60) Then he fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them." When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
 
My friends, our family plights, and plights of the human race have an answer, a 
remedy… 
 
The GRAND NARRATIVE OF GRACE. 
 
Romans 5:20 … But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 
 
Know who you are in Jesus Christ. Stand fast in Him! 
 
John 17:23 I in them and you in me.  
 
 
Amen! 
 
 


